
About the country. . . 
Vietnam is a Southeast Asian country on the South China Sea known for its 
beaches, rivers, Buddhist pagodas and bustling cities. Hanoi, the capital, pays 
homage to the nation’s iconic Communist-era leader, Ho Chi Minh, via a huge 
marble mausoleum. Ho Chi Minh City (formerly Saigon) has French colonial 
landmarks, plus Vietnamese War history museums and the Củ Chi tunnels, used 
by Viet Cong soldiers.  Vietnam is a one-party Communist state and has one of 
southeast Asia's fastest-growing economies. Vietnam has set its sights on 
becoming a developed nation by 2020.  It became a unified country once more in 
1975 when the armed forces of the Communist north seized the south.
This followed three decades of bitter wars, in which the Communists fought first 
against the colonial power France, then against South Vietnam and its US 
backers. In its latter stages, the conflict held the attention of the world. 

Their flag consists 
of a golden star 
with five points to 
represent farmers, 
workers, 
intellectuals, youth 
and soldiers. The 
red background 
pays tribute to the 
bloodshed during 
the wars.

Currency
Vietnamese dong

Geography
Vietnam occupies 
the eastern and 
southern part of the 
Indochinese 
peninsula in 
Southeast Asia, with 
the South China Sea 
along its entire 
coast. China is to 
the north and Laos 
and Cambodia are 
to the west. Long 
and narrow on a 
north-south axis, 
Vietnam is about 
twice the size of 
Arizona. The 
Mekong River delta 
lies in the south.

CAPITAL 
Hanoi
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POPULATION 

89.71 Million (2013)
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LANGUAGE 
Vietnamese
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Tips for Travel 
Do’s 

• Greetings are no different than western 
countries. There are no cultural formalities 
that as a foreigner you would be expected to 
know or practice.

• Vietnamese dress conservatively. Despite 
the heat, it’s best not to show off too much 
skin. 

• Drink plenty of bottled water. No need to 
carry huge bottles around with you, a 
vendor is never far away and no doubt they 
will find you before you find them.

• Keep your cash, credit cards, airline tickets 
and other valuables in a safe place.

• Stay with your team AT ALL TIMES!
• Be prepared to bargain, especially at 

markets, where you should pay about half of 
the asking price (except at fixed price 
stores).

• Mind your change - the 100,000 and 10,000 
notes look similar; the 20,000 and the 
500,000 are both blue. While most 
Vietnamese are honest and used to tourists 
fumbling for the right currency values, a few 
will actively try to short-change you. Take 
your time to count the zeroes or you'll 
unintentionally make someone very happy.

Dont’s 
• Wear a lot of jewelry or take a bag with you. 

Violent crime is highly unusual in Vietnam, 
but petty crime is more apparent. If you 
have a bag, or tout a digital camera around 
your neck, you are a potential target.

• When taking a ride by motorbike or taxi 
make sure your bag, if any, is not on display 
or easy to grab. Bag snatches, although still 
rare, are probably the most likely crime a 
tourist would encounter, and it raises the 
probability immensely if you are tailing a 
camera or a laptop in the wind.

• Losing your temper in Vietnam means a 
loss of face. Keep a cool head and remain 
polite, you’ll have a greater chance of 
getting what you want.

• Remember, this is Vietnam, a developing 
country, and things don’t quite work as you 
are maybe used to. Don’t be paranoid about 
your safety, just be aware of your 
surroundings.

•  When you go shopping, don't touch 
anything without deciding you will buy it, 
because the seller will think you want it and 
force you to buy it even if you don't like it. 

AIM VIETNAM

CLIMATE 
In the summer, Vietnam is hot and humid.  The average high 
temperature for the month of June is between 90-92 degrees, and the 
average low temperature is between 76-78.  The temperatures do not 
fluctuate like they do in Wisconsin. They remain constant. The humidity 
will make it feel warmer.  June is also part of the rainy season.

Information gathered from these sites:
Kids.nationalgeographic.com
Infoplease.com
Lonelyplanet.com
Thefactfile.org


