
About the Country 
“Argentina” comes from the Latin word for silver, argentum.   

Argentina is the 8th largest country in the world by land area.  It is about 
one-third the size of the United States.  Argentina is a federal republic and is 
subdivided into twenty-three provinces.  There have been several 
democratically elected presidents after many years of political turmoil. 
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The most 
popular sport in 
Argentina is 
football (soccer). 

The currency of 
Argentina is 
called the Peso. 

Argentine beef 
is famous 
around the 
world, and 
Argentina has 
the highest 
consumption of 
red meat in the 
world. 

CAPITAL 
Buenos Aires

1
POPULATION 
43.85 million

2
LANGUAGE 

Spanish is the official 
language, but there are 
many other languages 

spoken
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Argentina 
Until All Know. . .



Argentina has its roots in Spanish colonization.  
The fight of independence in 1810-1818 was 
followed by an extended civil war that lasted 
until 1861, culminating in the reorganization as 
a federation of provinces with Buenos Aires as 
the capital city.  Argentina remained relatively 
peaceful and stable for a period following this 
and there were also massive waves of European 
immigration which reshaped the culture and 
demographic outlook. About 95% of the 
population is of European descent, mostly from 
Italy, Spain, and Germany. Buenos Aires and the 
surrounding area is home to nearly half of the 
population of Argentina and has been referred 
to as the “Paris of South America”. 

Argentina is divided into four regions:  The Andes, the North, the Pampas, and 
Patagonia. The Andes is the longest mountain range in the world.  The North is 
comprised of subtropical woodlands and swamps.  
The Pampas are flat fertile plains and are the 
agricultural heartland. Patagonia has high mountains 
and huge glaciers.  

Sources include: kids.nationalgeographic.com, 
sciencekids.co.nz, kids-world-travel-guide.com
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Eva Peron, the First Lady of Argentina from 1946-1952, was a symbol of hope for the 
poor in Argentina and active in women’s suffrage in Argentina. Christina Fernandez de 
Kirchner, the first elected female president of Argentina (2007-2015) stated that 
women own a debt to her. 

The flag colors were chosen to represent the blue 
sky parting to reveal white clouds.  They were 
chosen by the leader of the Argentinian 
revolution against Spain, Manuel Belgrano.

http://kids.nationalgeographic.com
http://sciencekids.co.nz
http://kids-world-travel-guide.com

